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A NEW WAY WITH THE POPE

TO POPE PIUS VII

PARIS, December 29, 1812.

MOST Holy Father: I hasten to send Your Holiness an
officer of my Household to express my satisfaction at what
I have heard from the Bishop of Nantes as to the good state
of your health; for I was very much alarmed for a moment,
this summer, by the news that you were seriously indisposed.
The fact that Your Holiness is now staying at Fontainebleau
will give us an opportunity of meeting; and I am most
anxious to assure you that, in spite of all that has happened,
my personal regard for you is unchanged. Perhaps we shall
arrive at the goal we so much desire, and put an end to all
the issues between State and Church. For my own part, I
am strongly inclined to do so, and the matter will entirely
depend upon Your Holiness. In any case I beg you to believe
that the feelings of high esteem and perfect consideration
that I have towards you are independent both of circum-
stances and of events.

I pray God, Most Holy Father, that he will preserve you
for many years, so that you may have the glory of re-
establishing the government of the Church, and may for
long enjoy and reap the benefit of your work.

[CORRESP., xxiv, i94oz. Written ten days after Napoleon's return
from Moscow.]
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RUSSIA: OFFICIAL

TO FREDERICK VI, KING OF DENMARK AND NORWAY

PARIS, January 5, 1813.

A LETTER from my minister, dated December 22, informs
me that Your Majesty never received my reply to the
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